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II Corinthians 8:1-9 
Vs. 7-“Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, 
and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.” 


INTRO.: Background of the reason for this letter to the church at Corinth & the Mace-
donian churches (Acts 11:27-30; Phil. 4:15-17). 


1. THE PLAN

vs.1-“…the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia.” 
What is God doing in the world today? God has a plan! (“God is pursuing with omnipo-
tent passion a world-wide purpose of gathering joyful worshippers for Himself from 
every tribe & tongue & people & nation. He has an inexhaustible enthusiasm for the su-
premacy of His name among the nations. Therefore, let us bring our affections into line 
with His, &, for the sake of His name, let us renounce the quest for worldly comforts & 
join His global purpose.) 


We should know what He wants to do. We know from watching Jesus & what God tells 
us in His Word. God gave us His plan: Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8. God’s plan is carried 
out through local churches just like yours (“It is the absolute duty as well as the eminent 
privilege of the church to proclaim the gospel to the world.” C.H. Spurgeon). His plan is 
perfect because He is perfect! We are the only part of His plan that is not perfect. 
That’s why we need God’s grace bestowed upon us. (“God uses men who are weak & 
feeble enough to lean on Him” C.H. Spurgeon). 

2. THE PARTICIPANTS 
vs.2 
Those Macedonian believers got totally involved in this matter of carrying out God’s 
plan, despite their great trials of affliction & their deep poverty. Where are you right 
now? Missions begins with where you are right now. (II Cor. 8:11-12-“Now therefore 
perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a perfor-
mance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, & not according to that he hath not.”) God is looking for 
people today that will participate in carrying out His plan. (“If it be the duty of all men to 
believe the Gospel, then it be the duty of those who are entrusted with the Gospel to 



endeavor to make it known among all nations.” William Carey). Would we dare to get 
involved in God’s great plan to reach this world with the gospel? 

(Example-we participate in sports, social functions, politics, etc., but will we participate 
in missions & the soul winning program of our church?) (“If there be any one point in 
which the Christian church ought to keep its fervor at a white heat, it is concerning 
missions. If there be anything about which we cannot tolerate lukewarmness, it is in the 
matter of sending the Gospel to a dying world.” C.H. Spurgeon ) We need to be willing 
to change our disposition. “To change the future, we must disturb the present.” How-
ever, we could say, “To change someone else’s eternal future, we must be willing to 
disturb our present.” Can we really say, “There’s no way I can witness more, pray 
more, give more, do more than what I’m doing right now?” (William Hesslop-“Brother, 
sister, I want to tell you calmly & quietly, I am resolved, God helping me, to stretch this 
poor body of mine across their pathway to a burning hell, if perchance some may 
stumble over it & land in a happy Heaven. I am resolved, God helping me, my time, my 
talents, my money, my strength, my all, shall be thrown between them & their hope-
lessness & helplessness here & hereafter if perchance some may hear the gracious in-
vitation, accept & be saved. Beloved, what will you say? What will you do?”) 

3. THE POWER 
vs.3-“…yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves.” 

This task of world evangelism is greater than any of us! But, this task is not greater 
than God, than His power, & greater than His grace! Eph. 3:20-“Now unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us.” 

(“Man’s extremities are God’s opportunities.”)  

(David Brainerd-“It is sweet to be nothing & less than nothing, that Christ may be all in 
all.”) (Definition of FP giving: “Resting on God’s ability to supply the finances needed for 
God’s program of world evangelization through God’s people in His churches.” John 
Halsey) 

4. THE PURPOSE 
vs.4-“Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us 
the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” vs. 5-“And this they did,...and unto us 
by the will of God.” 

You can get involved in ministering to & through your missionaries as they minister in 
your place to reach a lost & dying world. You can have fruit that will abound to your ac-
count as you abound in this grace of giving also. 



5. THE PREREQUISITE 
vs.5-“…but first gave their ownselves to the Lord…”vs.12-“For if there be first a willing 
mind...” 

We must first give ourselves to the Lord—Rom. 12:1-2. The Lord is looking for available 
vessels. (“Christ alone can save the world; Christ cannot save the world alone.”) (David 
Brainerd-“I have received my all FROM God, oh, that I could return my all TO God.”)  
Song--“Take my will, and make it Thine; It shall be no longer mine. Take my heart; it is 
Thine own; It shall be Thy royal throne, It shall be Thy royal throne.” 

6. THE PROOF 
vs.8-“…and to prove the sincerity of your love.”Vs.24 

Amy Carmichael- “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 

Jim Elliot- (honor student, all-star athlete, martyred missionary- “God, I pray Thee, 
light these idle sticks of my life & may I burn for Thee. Consume my life, my God, for it 
is Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one, like You, Lord Jesus.”) 

David Livingstone-( “If a commission by an earthly king is considered an honor, how 
can a commission by a Heavenly King be considered a sacrifice?”) It won’t be, if we 
love Jesus! 

7. THE PROVIDER  
vs.9 

Consider: The Riches of Christ—“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich...” He is full of grace & truth.

 
Consider: The Poverty of Christ—“...yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye 
through His poverty might be rich.” He emptied His grace on us (though He has plenty 
more to go around). Now He wants us to empty His grace on others. 


(John Halsey- “God meets the needs of His children through their giving.”) 

CONCLUSION 
II Cor. 9:8-“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always hav-
ing all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” God will make all 
grace abound toward you, as long as you are seeking to abound in “this grace (giving) 
also (vs. 7).” When you discover this principle of “abounding in this grace also,” you 
won’t help but want to get involved in reaching a lost world for Jesus! 



(Hudson Taylor- “Let us see that we keep God before our eyes; that we walk in His ways 
& seek to please & glorify Him in everything, great & small. Depend upon it, God’s work, 
done in God’s way, will never lack God’s supplies.”) 

END


